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 ABSTRACT : The art of dyeing with natural dyes is as old as our civilization. Dyed textile
remnants found during archaeological excavations at different places all over the world provide
evidence to the practice of dyeing in ancient civilizations. Dyes derived from natural materials
such as plant leaves, roots, bark, insect secretions, and minerals were the only dyes available to
mankind for the coloring of textiles until the discovery of the first synthetic dye in 1856.  Textiles
colored with natural dyes are preferred by environmentally conscious consumers and today
there is a niche market for such textiles. But the total share of natural dyes in the textile sector is
very less due to certain issues involved in the production and application of these dyes. Natural
dyes are sustainable as they are renewable and biodegradable but they cannot fulfill the huge
demand from the textile sector.
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